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The copyright in this transcript has been donsted by C.F Yon 
to the John F. Xennedy Library. To facilitate the research use of the 
interview it has been decided that pérsons wishing to publish short 
quotations from this transcript do not nave to ootain the permission 

of either f "ὁ Ω or the John F. Zennedy Library. 
While a precise and consistently applicable cefinition of “snort 
aiotations” is impossible, it should be understood that the allowapie 
lensth of 5 pudlished excerpt is similar to that which is commonly per- 
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assistance on this matter to researchers, and their 
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This transcript may not de copied or duplicated in any way without the 
permission of the Director of the Kennedy Library. 


Sne cranscript must be ob- 


Permission to quote extensive segments of 


John Smith (interviewee), recorded interview by 
Bill Jones ‘interviewer), date, naze, John F. Hennedy 
Library Oral History Program 
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by Charies T. Morrissey 
for the John-F. Kennedy Library 


Also present: Nedville Nordness, Public Affairs Adviser, 
U.S. Arms Control and Disarmament Agency 


Mr. Morrissey: Do you recall the first time that you met 


John Kennedy? 
Mr. Foster: The first time I had substantive contact with 
was when he phoned in the fall of 1700. He 


wanted me to join a group that he was going to consider for 


his military and disarmament problems. Coincidentally, Σ had 
aiso been called twenty-four hours before by Mr. Nixon to jein 


the same type of group, which I accepted. Since I am a 


Republican, I told Mr. Kennedy that I would always be available 
to help, but I didn't think it was quite proper to sit formally 


on both advisory groups. I didn't hear from him directly again 


until five or six weeks after his inauguration as President. 


During the period after his election it would seem that 
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close. The actual negotiation of the Treaty followed events 


in Cuba in the fall of 1962. 


As to Cuba itself, I sat in on perhaps four or five of 
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The President wanted our ideas on 


lei bvert inspection since ACDA had spent much of its research 
funds in this field and we had a lot of background on the subject, 
So I sat in on four or five of those meetings, including the 


an 


famous Friday night meeting when the President received the 
capitulating letter. 

‘I had an opportunity to observe the President during those 
meetings where the possibility was faced over three or four 
days of pulling out all of the nuclear stops. And while he 
became progressively more tired looking, he never lost his 


poise, his judgment, or his restraint in giving the Soviets a 
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chance to withdraw. He kept the military from striking 


prematurely. They were apparently inclined to favor, on 


several of these occasions, sinking some of the Russian ships, 


plus air strikes on land. The President was absolutely in 


control of himself, the situation, and the group around the 


rable. I didn't attend all Excom meetings, particularly at 


the beginning. I had to go out of town to make a speech for 


Secretary Rusk when he had a "aiplomatic illness" following 


discovery of missiles in Cuba. But I did get in on the last 


several of them and watched the drama unfold. 


Probably because of that Cuban episode, the President 


received a confidential letter on December 29 from Mr. Khrushchev 


accepting a suggestion of President Kennedy's that now that 


Cuba "is behind us" the U.S. and U.S.S.R. should take steps to 


move ahead in arms control. Incidentally, this part of the 


Kennedy letter was prepared by us at the President's request. 


Khrushchev didn't answer the U.S. letter for about two months, 


but then he said: "Let us first take a Ἰοοῖς at nuclear testing. 


I am prepared to negotiate." 


The President referred that letter to us for a draft 


response. We prepared a response covering a proposed Presidenttal 


